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We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  since  the 
last  report: 


Name 

CAMPBELL,  I.  C.  G. 
COLES,  Peter  James 
THOMPSON,  Wm.  B. 
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Stated  Value 
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Preference  of  Use 

General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


This  is  the  first  month  since  I became  your  librarian  that  I am  unable 
to  report  the  receipt  of  a new  book.  While  that  is  a pretty  good  bat- 
ting average,  please  keep  your  library  in  mind  now  that  income  tax  is 
over  for  most  of  us. 

The  library,  however,  has  continued  to  grow  this  month  thanks  to  Lauren 
Benson  and  Iain  Campbell  who  have  provided  numerous  catalogs  and  mag- 
azines for  those  two  parts  of  the  library's  collection. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

Librarian 

***** 
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18TH  NI  MAIL  BID  SALE 


The  deadline  for  receiving  lots  for  the  next  NI  Mail  Bid  Sale  is  July 
15th.  Maximum  lots  per  member  is  25.  Minimum  value  per  lot  is  $3.00. 
Seller  MUST  place  a minimum  bid  on  all  lots,  which  will  not  be  printed 
in  the  catalog.  If  the  mail  bid  committee  disagrees  with  the  descrip- 
tion or  grading  of  any  coin,  their  opinion  will  hold,  however  the  sel- 
ler will  be  allowed  to  withdraw  the  lot  up  until  sale  closing.  Lots 
of  more  than  one  coin  must  be  closely  related  by  type,  date,  etc. 

The  committee  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  lot  it  deems  unsuitable. 
A charge  of  15%  will  be  made  on  all  lots  sold  except  gold  which  will  be 
5%.  There  will  be  a . 25C  charge  for  each  lot  not  sold.  Full  postage 
and  insurance  will  be  charged  to  all  lots  returned  to  sellers.  Mail 
all  lots  to  Carl  Young,  P.  0.  Box  1836,  Dallas,  TX  75221,  USA. 

***** 

BOURSE  TABLES  FOR  N.I.C.E.  SELLING  WELL 


As  of  March  25th,  twenty-nine  bourse  tables  have  been  reserved  by 
dealers  planning  to  participate  in  the  NI-OIN  Numismatics  International 
Coin  Exposition  (N.I.C.E.)  scheduled  for  November  9-llth  at  Dunfey's 
Dallas  Hotel  in  Dallas,  Texas.  With  only  60  tables  scheduled  for 
N.I.C.E.,  almost  half  of  the  tables  have  been  sold,  so  if  any  member 
dealers  out  there  who  have  not  applied  for  a table  that  plan  on  attend- 
ing, you  had  better  get  your  application  in  soon. 

Dealers  who  have  already  made  application  for  a table  include: 


Asiatic  Coins 
Axiom,  Inc. 

Banner ' s 

Freeman  Craig,  Jr. 

Larry  Cramer 
Coins  of  Europe 
Steve  Eyer 
J.  C.  Gebura  Co. 

Stanley  Gibbons  Currency,  Inc. 
H & B Rauch 

Houston  Numismatic  Exchange 
John  Humphris 
S teve  Ivy 

G.  Frederick  Kolbe 
Ron  Milcarek 


The  Money  Company 
North-East  Coin  Co. 
Owl  Ltd. 

Peirces  Foreign  Coins 
Ponterio  & Wyatt 
Morris  D.  Ray 
William  Rosemblum 
Dean  M.  Ryder 
Steinberg ' s 
M.  Louis  Teller 
Ted  Uhl 

Wilbert's  World  Coins 
William  Early  Wright 
John  Vandigriff 


In  addition  to  the  above  dealers,  Krause  Publications,  Amos  Press 
and  Western  Publishing  Company  will  be  represented  at  N.I.C.E. 


Make  your  plans  now  to  attend  N.I.C.E.  and  help  us  be  assured  of  a 
successful  first  show. 


****** 

SPECIAL  N.I.C.E.  EDITION  OF  THE  NI  BULLETIN  TO  BE  PUBLISHED  IN  OCTOBER 

A 72-page  Special  Edition  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  will  be  issued  in  October 
in  honor  of  our  first  show,  N.I.C.E.  More  details  later  on  this. 
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CANADIAN  COINS  OF  1947-48 

by  Gabriel  A.  Grams,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada,  NI  # 1152 

1947  and  1948  are  two  notable  years  for  collectors  of  Canadian  decimal 
coins.  Three  factors  combine  to  make  these  coins  special:  the  inde- 

pendence of  India,  a coin  shortage  in  early  1948,  and  varieties  re- 
sulting from  defective  or  altered  dies. 

India  was  granted  independence  from  Great  Britain  on  August  15th,  1947. 

Up  to  this  time  the  coinages  of  the  Commonwealth  countries  proclaimed 
the  title  of  King  George  VI  as  "King  of  all  of  Great  Britain  and  Emp- 
eror of  India",  or  simply  "King  and  Emperor".  The  abbreviated  Latin 
reference  on  Canadian  coins  (ET  IND.  IMP.)  was  to  be  deleted  on  the 
new  coins  for  1948,  with  the  Royal  Mint  in  London  preparing  the  modi- 
fied master  dies. 

Early  in  1948  an  acute  coin  shortage  of  all  denominations  forced  the 
Royal  Canadian  Mint  to  issue  what  might  be  termed  an  emergency  coinage. 
The  new  master  dies  for  1948  being  not  yet  available,  the  mint  struck 
new  coins  from  one  cent  to  one  dollar  with  the  1947  date  and  designs. 

A tiny  maple  leaf  was  added  after  the  date  to  indicate  that  these  coins 
were  actually  struck  in  1948.  This  issue  succeeded  in  relieving  the 
coin  shortage  with  the  result  that  there  was  little  demand  for  the 
coins  dated  1948,  once  the  proper  dies  were  available.  Most  1948  coins 
are  therefore  of  low  mintage.  For  instance,  there  were  only  422,741 
ten  cent  pieces  struck,  37,784  fifty  cent  pieces,  and  only  18,780  silver 
dollars.  Collector's  demand  has  strongly  influenced  the  values  of  1948 
coins  and  has  made  that  year's  silver  dollar  the  key  coin  in  the  series. 


1947  Maple  Leaf 


1947  Dot 


Defective  dies  caused  the  "dot  variety"  on  five  cent  and  twenty-five 
cent  pieces  of  1947.  A small  round  dot  appears  after  the  date  on  these 
coins  and  most  catalogues  now  price  them  separately  from  the  regular 
and  maple  leaf  issues. 

Further  varieties  exist  on  the  fifty  cent  pieces  and  silver  dollars 
of  1947.  On  the  50  cent  pieces  two  different  shapes  of  the  figure  7 
were  minted.  On  one  variety  the  lower  tip  of  the  seven  is  straight  and 
points  to  the  left,  on  the  other  the  lower  half  of  the  seven  is  curved, 
pointing  to  the  right.  Both  varieties  appear  on  the  regular  1947  issue, 
as  well  as  on  the  1947  maple  leaf  issue,  with  the  1947  maple  leaf  curved 
right  variety  having  an  estimated  mintage  of  only  a little  over  a 
thousand  pieces. 
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A similar  situation  regarding  the  digit  7 is  apparent  on  the  1947 
silver  dollars.  The  two  varieties  are  known  as  the  blunt  seven  and 
pointed  seven  varieties,  the  blunt  seven  variety  only  appearing  on  the 
maple  leaf  issue.  The  mintage  of  the  1947  maple  leaf  silver  dollar 
is  only  21,135  pieces.  The  mintage  figure  for  the  1947  pointed  seven 
silver  dollar  is  not  exactly  known,  but  researchers  estimate  it  to  be 
around  17,000  pieces,  making  this  variety  even  scarcer  than  the  maple 
leaf  issue. 

The  abundance  of  types  and  varieties  combined  with  low  mintage  figures 
make  Canadian  coins  of  1947  and  1948  equally  challenging  and  attract- 
ive to  any  collector. 


Bibliography : 

1)  CHARLTON,  J.  E. : 1979  Charltons  Standard  Catalog  of  Canadian  Coins. 

2)  DUSHNICK,  S.  E. : Silver  and  Nickel  Dollars  of  Canada,  1911  to  date. 

(Hicksville , NY  11802;  1978) 

3)  HAXBY , J.  A.  & WILLEY,  R.  C. : Coins  of  Canada  (3rd  ed.,  Racine  1977) 
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THE  "CHAO"  - FIRST  PERSIAN  PAPER  MONEY 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Weeping  Water,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM1 2 

I suppose  paper  money  collectors  know  all  about  this,  but  maybe  Islamic 
collectors  in  general  do  not.  I came  across  an  amusing  story  about  it 
in  Bernard  Lewis'  ISLAM  recently.  He  had  translated  the  story  from 
the  Jami'  al-tawarlkk  Rashid  al-Dln. 

The  idea  came  from  China  and  the  Mongol  Il-Khan  of  Persia  (1291-95  A.D.), 
who  was  a lavish  and  generous  spender,  thought  it  a good  idea  since  he 
never  had  enough  hard  cash.  One  amir  wisely  said  it  would  ruin  the 
country,  but  his  rival  got  the  better  of  him.  So,  in  1294  A.D.  (693  AH) 
the  decree  ordering  chao  was  established  in  Tabriz  and  much  chao  was 
put  into  circulation.  Anyone  not  accepting  it  could  be  executed  on 
the  spot.  The  unfortunate  population  tried  it  for  a week,  given  only 
token  amounts  of  food/textiles  in  exchange.  Then  the  owners  left  the 
city  with  what  goods  they  had  and  took  refuge  in  the  country.  Caravans 
ceased,  vagabonds  looted  what  was  left  or  ambushed  people  in  the  country. 

One  day  Gaykhatu,  the  al-Khan,  passed  through  the  bazaar  and  was  aston- 
sihed  that  all  the  stores  were  empty  of  people.  The  amir  who  had  pro- 
posed the  plan,  Sadr  al-Dln,  told  him  that  when  the  headman  of  the 
city  dies,  everyone  mourned  him  by  staying  away  from  the  bazaar.  That 
Friday  during  the  sermon  there  was  such  a riot  in  the  mosque  that  some 
people  were  given  permission  to  sell  food  for  gold  in  the  back  streets. 
However,  many  were  killed.  Commerce  and  taxes  ceased  completely.  A 
local  dervish  grabbed  the  reins  of  Sadr  al-Dln' s horse  one  day  and 
asked  him,  in  a picturesque  and  poetic  couplet,  if  he  realized  what 
he  had  done. 

As  a result  he  obtained  a decree  from  the  Khan  that  food  stuffs  could 
be  sold  for  gold.  Soon  all  business  was  done  in  hard  cash  again, 
people  just  ignoring  the  original  decree.  That  was  the  end  of  the 
attempt  to  introduce  "chao",  or,  paper  money. 

A pointed  early  story  of  extreme  inflation  and  a lesson  still  unlearned! 
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NOTGELD  AND  THE 
VICISSITUDES  OF  A TOWN 

by  W.  A.  Haskell , Klein  Bieberau,  Germany,  NI  ffLMl 5 


Haramelburg  is  a quite,  picturesque,  ancient  little  town  located  in 
Unterf ranken,  part  of  Bavaria  north  of  Wurzburg,  in  south  central 
Germany.  It  dates  from  at  least  the  8th  century,  and  in  the  13th 
century  the  Abbey  at  Fulda  built  a wall  and  fortified  the  town  and 
church.  In  1854  a fire  destroyed  most  of  the  original  town;  and  al- 
though largely  rebuilt  in  the  old  style,  the  town  gates  and  much  of 
its  wall  have  disappeared.  The  present  church  dates  from  1389,  the 
town  hall  from  1526,  and  the  fountain  in  the  marketplace  from  1541. 

An  ancient  bridge  spanning  the  Saale  River  was  destroyed  in  1945. 

Just  west  of  the  town  lies  a romantic  old  castle,  Schloss  Saaleck, 
dating  from  at  least  the  11th  century  and  now  a modern  hotel  famous 
for  its  wine  cellar  and  excellent  cuisine. 

In  World  War  I,  because  of  the  enormous  influx  of  Allied  prisoners, 
a camp  was  established  at  Hammelburg,  and  in  order  to  meet  their 
needs  emergency  money,  or  notgeld,  was  issued  by  the  II  Bavarian 
Army  Corps  under  whose  jurisdiction  the  camp  was  administered. 

German  prisoner-of-war  money  for  World  War  I falls  into  three  general 
categories:  official  military  issues  printed  on  cardboard,  linen, 

paper,  etc;  private  issues  used  to  pay  prisoners  working  in  factories 
and  mines;  and  unique  paper  stamps  called  "Scheckmarken"  issued  by 
various  army  corps  and  private  industry  employing  prisoners.  These 


10  Pfennig  Scheckmarken 

were  similar  to  postage  stamps,  issued  in  various  colors  and  denomin- 
ations printed  in  perforated  and  unperforated  sheets,  sometimes  gummed, 
to  be  affixed  to  a book  as  earned  (called  a "Wertbogen"  or  "Sammel- 
bogen")  and  cancelled  much  the  same  as  postage  stamps.  The  most  common 
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are  those  of  the  X Army  Corps  and  carry  the  Imperial  German  Eagle; 
those  of  the  Bavarian  Army  Corps  carry  the  Bavarian  lion  or  coat  of 
arms.  As  was  common  practice,  these  "Scheckmarken"  for  II  Corps  were 
overprinted  in  black  for  the  particular  camp.  Hammelburg  issues  in- 
clude 1,  5,  10,  20  Pfennig  and  1 and  5 Mark  in  three  distinct  variet- 
ies; one  with  the  letter  "H"  overprint  and  two  with  "Hammelburg"  over- 
printed diagonally  across  the  face,  one  variety  17mm  and  the  other 
18mm  wide. 


During  World  War  I tiny  remote  Hammelburg  was  also  afflicted  with  the 
early  disappearance  of  coinage,  as  was  common  in  all  communities  in 
Germany  and  Austria,  and  it  became  essential  to  issue  emergency  coins 
and  paper  money  (notgeld)  in  order  to  maintain  daily  commerce.  Two 
coins,  a 5 and  a 10  Pfennig  were  struck  in  zinc  and  issued  in  1917. 

On  the  obverse  appears  the  date  and  "Stadtgemeinde  Hammelburg",  and 
on  the  reverse  the  value  and  "Good  until  6 months  after  peace".  From 
1918  through  1921  a series  of  paper  notesj  10,  25,  and  50  Pfennig,  were 


Hammelburg,  50  Pfennig , Obverse 


1 
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Hammelburg , 50  Pfennig , Reverse 
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issued.  This  colorful 
little  series  typifies 
emergency  issued  of  the 
period.  The  50  Pfennig 
note  shown  here  issued 
March  10,  1918,  has  the 
town  coat  of  arms  on  the 
obverse  with  the  same 
wording  as  the  coins,  de- 
noting its  purely  emerg- 
ency and  temporary  usage. 
The  reverse  has  a view 
of  the  town  showing  the 
church  and  one  of  the  re- 
maining towers  of  the 
town  wall.  Above  is  the 
inscription  "Kriegsgeld 
Hammelburg"  (War  money- 
Hammelburg)  framed  by 
two  swords  on  which  hang 
a soldier's  dress  cap 
(miitze)  left  and  steel 
helmet  right.  All  notes 
are  multicolored. 

Between  wars  the  town 
returned  to  its  obscurity 
and  previous  peaceful 
existence,  but  during 
the  closing  days  of  World 
War  II  it  briefly  became 
the  center  of  a contro- 
versial incident  that 
remains  unresolved  to 
this  day. 


Following  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II  and  in  the  habit  of  history's 
repeating  itself,  a prisoner-of-war  camp  was  established  once  again  at 
Hammelburg,  called  Stalag  13C. 
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10  Reichmark,  no  date 3 reverse  blank;  general  issue 
utilized  in  German  POW  camps , 1939-1945 . 

With  the  entrance  of  the  United  States  into  the  war  and  the  defeat  at 
Kasserine  Pass  in  Tunisia,  large  numbers  of  captured  Americans  began 
to  arrive  in  Germany.  Among  these  was  a West  Point  graduate.  Col.  John 
K.  Waters,  who  happened  to  be  the  son-in-law  of  General  George  C.  Patton. 
Waters  was  sent  first  to  a prison  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  Lublin,  Poland; 
but  with  the  approach  of  the  Russians,  Allied  prisoners  with  Waters 
among  them  were  moved  west  to  prevent  their  liberation.  Waters  was 
ultimately  confined  in  Stalag  13C  Hammelburg,  where  as  senior  officer 
present  he  was  nominally  in  command. 

The  Third  U.S.  Army  had  crossed  the  Rhine  River  at  2200  hours  on  March 
23,  1945,  when  allegedly  an  intelligence  report  of  a large  POW  camp  at 
Hammelburg  reached  General  Patton.  He  dispatched  a task  force  of  229 
men  under  the  command  of  Captain  Abraham  Baum,  comprising  infantry  and 
14  tanks  and  half  tracks,  on  a foray  many  miles  behind  the  German  lines 
and  without  support  to  free  the  Allied  prisoners.  The  force  was  ac- 
companied by  a personal  representative  of  Patton,  Major  Alexander  C. 
Stiller,  who  had  been  a tank  sargent  with  Patton  in  World  War  I.  Com- 
mand was,  however,  resting  with  Captain  Baum. 

The  inevitable  occurred.  The  force  was  ambushed  outside  Hammelburg 
by  veteran  German  forces  who  destroyed  them  with  50%  loss  of  personnel. 

In  the  melee  Waters  was  severly  wounded,  but  was  saved  by  a Serbian 
medic  of  the  military  mission  to  Yugoslavia,  later  achieving  four  star 
rank  and  Commander,  Continental  Defense  Command. 

Hammelburg  was  captured  by  the  American  Army  nine  days  later  with 
hardly  a shot  being  fired  and  Patton,  when  explaining  his  actions  to 
General  Bradley,  stated  that  he  "didn't  know  Waters  was  there". 

*********************************************************************** 
HELP  US  GROW  - SIGN  UP  A MEMBER: 

One  way  to  prevent  1979  from  being  another  deficit  spending  year  for 
NI  is  to  sign  up  a new  member.  If  we  could  get  our  membership  up  to 
1000  members,  many  services  could  be  done  at  cheaper  rates.  Write  to- 
day for  application  blanks  or  other  recruiting  materials. 
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A 53  COIN  HOARD  OF  INDO - SA S S AN  I AN  SILVER  COINS 


by  R.  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln , Nebraska , NI  # 1289  and  I.  C.  G.  Campbell, 
Weeping  Water,  Nebraska,  NI  ftLM-12 

Recently ' there  passed  through  our  hands  a small  hoard,  probably  not 
complete  and  of  unknown  provenance,  of  Indo-Sassanian  silver  coins. 

All  were  approximately  the  same  in  appearance,  inasmuch  as  every  coin 
had  a flat,  blank  spot  on  either  face.  There  was  seldom  more  than 
half  of  the  design  visible  on  any  flan,  either  because  of  poor  striking 
or  sometimes  because  it  was  off  the  flan.  However,  there  was  enough, 
more  than  enough,  so  that  a composite  picture  could  be  obtained.  The 
flans  are  all  irregular,  but  we  have  given  the  "diameter",  to  give  an 
idea  of  size.  The  composite  picture  is  round  to  indicate  a complete 
die . 


One  sample , typical  of  the  entire  hoard. 


Composite  of  12  Coins  Sh.owing 
Head  of  Emperor  (Obv.) 


Composite  of  8 Coins  Showing  Fire 
Altar  and  Attendants  (Rev.) 


(Drawings  by  Marti  Haack) 
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At  first  sight  it  is  difficult  to  get  a clear  picture  of  the  obverse, 
because  of  so  many  curves.  However,  quite  a number  of  these  are 
consistent  in  appearance  - i.e.  the  ear,  the  dots  or  pearling,  the 
sunlike  star  to  the  front  and  slightly  above  the  head.  The  reverse 
pattern,  or  fire  altar  design,  is  singularly  consistent  in  its  de- 
tails. There  are  invariable  five  dots  above  and  below  the  altar  it- 
self, the  curves  and  dots  representing  the  bank  of  fire  in  the 
original  design.  Then  there  are  always  the  three  row  of  diamond- 
shaped objects  strung  together,  which  could  represent  three  attend- 
ants instead  of  two,  or  may  be  the  third  row  of  diamonds  may  well  be 
the  long  staff  held  by  each  attendant  in  many  designs  of  the  original 
coins  (see  Gobi,  Sassanian  Numismatics).  Equally,  the  costume  of 
the  attendants  in  No.  155  ends  up  as  two  lines  of  tiny  diamonds  in 
No.  185.  (The  wand  is  sometimes  shown  on  the  right  of  the  attendants, 
sometimes  held  to  the  left.)  The  "diamonds"  do  vary  in  size  from 
one  coin  to  another,  but  this  is  a very  minor  detail.  Outside  of 
them  there  are  always  crescent  shapes,  which  may  represent  either 
the  original  crescents,  or  the  flames. 

There  are  four  more  hoards  of  these  coins  in  the  Olivia  Collection 
which  are  very  similar  in  appearance  and  size,  that  is,  not  just 
the  designs,  but  the  irregularly  shaped  flans,  the  quality  of  the 
debased  silver  (30-40%?)  and  the  flat  spaces  on  either  face,  so 
that  neither  design  is  usually  complete. 

The  similarity  of  the  coins  in  appearance  would  indicate  that  they 
were  intended  to  have  the  same  design,  it  is  not  just  a chance  vari- 
able. The  appearance  of  the  coins  is  similar  to  that  of  the  coins 
illustrated  in  Cunningham's  Coins  of  Mediaeval  India , but  definitely 
not  the  same  as  they  would  seem  to  be  several  steps  further  down 
the  line  of  degradation.  It  is  very  interesting  to  compare  them 
with  the  Gadhiya  paisa  which  have  the  same  basic  designs  (i.e.  King 
and  fire  altar),  but  do  show  very  clear  steps  of  degeneration. 

Cunningham,  who  lived  so  long  in  India  and  must  have  seen  very  many 
of  such  coins,  gives  as  a plausible  guess  the  7th  or  8th  century  AD 
for  a date.  Presumably  these  would  be  even  later  from  the  style 
and  degeneration.  Vincent  Smith,  in  his  Coins  of  Ancient  India , at- 
tributes the  "wholly  corrupt  copies"  to  the  time  of  Vigraha-Pala  III, 
in  the  middle  of  the  11th  century.  His  plate  (XXV)  does  not  illus- 
trate anything  like  this  specific  type,  however.  Either  way  they 
would  presumably  be  later  those  of  the  styles  that  either  man  gives. 

It  is  not  possible  to  date  them  unless  some  have  been  found  with 
dateable  material.  They  are  attributed  to  Rajputana  or  NW  India, 
but  beyond  the  fact  that  these  were  almost  certainly  found  a good 
way  north  of  New  Delhi,  there  is  nothing  more  that  can  be  said. 

They  are  found  often  enough,  and  in  plentiful  quantities  (I  was  once 
offered  800)  that  they  must  have  been  a common  currency  and  over  an 
extended  period  of  time.  They  are  also  a classical  example  of  a 
strong  characteristis  of  Indian  coinages;  namely,  the  persistence  of 
a cultural  design  long  after  the  rule  or  control  of  that  particular 
culture  has  vanished  from  the  Indian  scene. 

The  composite  is  not  drawn  to  scale  which  is  the  reason  for  giving 
the  "diameters",  even  though  the  coins  are  not  round.  The  diameter 
is  the  measurement  at  the  point  of  greatest  width.  The  slight  dis- 
crepancy in  numbers  is  due  to  sales. 
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The  weights  are  given  in  grams  and  were  weighed  on  an  automatic 
electric  balance,  accurate  to  three  decimal  points.  The  variations 
in  weight  are  relatively  low,  the  maximum  being  a half  gram,  while 
the  mean  is  a quarter. 


Statistics  of  53  Indo-Sassanian  Coins. 
Cunningham.  Mediaeval  India. 

Plate  VI,  14,  15,  19. 
Rajputana  & N.W.  India,  p.53. 


Description: 

Obv.:  Crude  head  of  King  to  right,  descended  from  Sassanian  type. 

Ear  is  the  most  prominent,  plus  possible  crescent  and  star. 

Rev.:  Crude  representation  of  fire  altar  and  attendants,  Sassanian 

types . 


Total  Pieces  & 
Weight  in  Grams 

(Cms . ) 
Diameter 

Total  Pieces  & 
Weight  in  Grams 

(Cms . ) 
Diameter 

1 0 

3.79 

2 . 35  Cms . 

2 

0 

4.05 

2.2,  2.4,  (: 

1 0 

3.81 

2.2 

3 

0 

4.06 

2.4,  2.3 

1 0 

3.82 

2.2 

2 

0 

4.07 

2.3,  2.2 

2 <a 

3.83 

2.35 

3 

0 

4.08 

2.3,  2.4 

1 0 

3.86 

2.15 

1 

0 

4.09 

2.5 

1 0 

3.88 

2.4 

1 

0 

4.10 

2.4 

2 0 

3.92 

2.5,  2.4 

1 

0 

4.11 

2.4,  (2.4) 

2 0 

3.93 

2.4,  2.4 

3 

0 

4.12 

2.4,  2.4 

3 0 

3.94 

2.25,  2.1,  2.4 

2 

0 

4.13 

2.3,  2.4 

1 0 

3.95 

2.3 

1 

0 

4.14 

2.4 

1 0 

3.96 

2.35 

1 

0 

4.15 

2.5 

1 0 

3.97 

2.2 

2 

0 

4.18 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

2 0 

3.98 

2.2,  2.3 

2 

0 

4.21 

2.3,  2.3 

1 0 

3.99 

2.2 

1 

0 

4.22 

2.1 

1 0 

4.01 

2.35 

1 

0 

4.30 

2.3 

2 0 
3 0 

4.03 

4.04 

2.1,  2.2 
2.3,  2.5,  2.2 

1 

0 

4.31 

2.25 

An  extra  coin  (not  in  the  hoard  of  53  pieces)  weighed  3.62  and  was 
2.5  in  diameter. 

Low  Weight:  3.79  grams  High  Weight:  4.31  grams 

Mean  Weight:  4.05  grams  Average  Weight:  4.03  grams 

Average  Weight  of  all  53  coins:  4.034  grams 

(Note:  The  two  coins  in  brackets  under  Diameter  had  been  sold  and 

were  not  available  for  this  final  report.) 

******************************************************************** 


SHORT  FILLER  ITEMS  NEEDED: 

The  editor  would  like  to  receive  short  filler  items  of  4-10  lines  to 
fill  such  spaces  as  this.  If  you  have  something  you  think  that  would 
be  of  interest,  please  send  it  in  and  we  will  be  glad  to  publish  it. 
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METROLOGY  °r  NUMISMATICS 


by  Robert  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1289 


Metrology  is  the  science  of  weights  and  measures  and  a very  important 
part  of  numismatics.  In  fact,  metrology  and  numismatics  in  the  be- 
ginnings were  almost  synonymous.  Weights  and  weighing  were  developed 
as  a means  of  keeping  track  of  bits  of  precious  metals.  These  bits 
of  metal  were  later  marked  and  they  became  coins.  Many  of  these  early 
coins  were  called  by  the  name  of  the  unit  of  weight  that  they  repre- 
sented. "Shekel"  was,  for  example,  a unit  of  weight  common  to  all 
but  one  of  the  eight  ancient  standards,  and  was  also  the  name  of  the 
coins  that  weighed  one  shekel.  Petrie,  who  collected  thousands  of 
specimens  of  ancient  weights,  found  that  they  belong  to  a standard 
known  as  the  "bega",  which  has  the  longest  history  of  any  weight 
standard,  and  has  always  been  associated  with  the  weighing  of  gold. 

The  earliest  pictorial  evidence  of  weighing  was  found  in  Egypt  and 
dates  back  to  the  Dynasty  V period  and  shows  the  balance  in  use  only 
by  goldsmiths  and  jewelers,  weighing  gold  in  the  temple  treasuries. 

So  far,  no  evidence  has  been  found  of  the  use  of  weighing  until  there 
is  also  evidence  of  gold  being  used. 

In  early  times,  and  even  after  coined  money  as  common,  it  was  not 
unusual  for  jewelry,  ornaments,  or  any  objects  of  gold,  silver  or 
other  precious  metals  to  be  weighed  and  given  or  received  as  payment. 
This  weighing  of  coins  and  jewelry  is  mentioned  many  times  in  the 
Bible:  see  Genesis  23:15-16,  24:22,  43:21  and  Ezra  2:69. 

Although  credit  for  the  invention  of  coined  money  is  given  to  the 
Lydians,  they  were  not  the  first  people  to  use  pieces  of  precious 
metals  as  money.  Large  cast  bars,  ingots,  and  nuggets,  some  with 
inscriptions  or  marks  guaranteeing  their  weight  and  or  purity  were 
used  by  several  different  peoples.  The  invention  of  coined  money 
was  a big  step  in  the  development  of  everyday  commerce,  and  in  effect, 
to  civilization,  as  these  coins  did  not  need  to  be  weighed  and  their 
worth  calculated  in  each  business  transaction  as  did  the  pieces  of 
metal  formerly  used.  The  underlying  principle  of  coinage  was  ex- 
pressed very  well  by  the  Greek  philosopher  Aristotle,  who  said: 

"Not  all  the  necessaries  of  life  are  easy  of  carriage;  wherefore, 
to  effect  their  exchanges,  men  contrived  something  to  give  and  take 
among  themselves,  which,  being  valuable  in  itself,  had  the  advantage 
of  being  easily  passed  from  hand  to  hand  for  the  needs  of  life;  such 
as  iron  or  silver  or  something  else  of  that  kind,  of  which  they  first 
determined  merely  the  size  and  weight,  but  eventually  put  a stamp  on 
it  in  order  to  save  the  trouble  of  weighing,  and  this  stamp  became 
the  sign  of  its  value." 

Today  in  the  U.S.,  we  use  four  different  standards  of  weight:  Troy 

weight.  Avoirdupois  weight,  Apothecaries  weight  and  Metric  weight. 

The  use  of  different  standards  for  weighing  different  things  is  some- 
what of  a carryover  from  ancient  time  where  cities  had  a standard  of 
commerical  weight  for  bulky  merchandise,  and  a standard  for  gold  and 
still  another  for  silver.  The  French  were  the  first  to  standardize 

(Continued  on  page  153) 
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GOLD  ISSUES  OF  THE  TURKISH  REPUBLIC  — REVISITED 


(Ed. : NI  member  David  G.  Briggs  has  added  a few  corrections  and  some 

additional  information  "in  the  spirit  of  collaborative  research"  to 
the  excellent  'basic  information"  article  of  I.  C.  G.  Campbell's  on 
the  Turkish  Republic  gold  issues  printed  in  the  March  1979  issue  of 
the  NI  BULLETIN. ) 

One  of  the  best  studies  of  the  pre-1956  coinage  of  the  Turkish  Repub- 
lic was  done  by  the  eminent  Turkish  numismatist  Behzad  Butak,  Cumhuriget 
Devrinde  Mddent  Paralar  1923-1955 , published  in  1955  by  Pulham  Matbaasi, 
Istanbul  (Clain-Stef anelli  // 3332).  This  is  not  a readily  available 
book,  and  I doubt  that  Mr.  Campbell  had  access  to  it  when  he  wrote  his 
excellent  summary  of  "Gold  Issues  of  the  Turkish  Republic"  published 
in  your  March  issue. 

Based  largely  on  Mr.  Butak 's  work  and  some  personal  experience,  the 
following  comments  and  supplementary  information  are  offered  in  a 
spirit  of  collaborative  research,  not  criticism,  to  make  Mr.  Campbell's 
article  even  more  useful  to  our  fellow  members.  The  quotations  are 
from  the  article: 

"...the  routine  pieces. . .issued. . .in  denominations  of  25 , 50,  100, 

250  and  500  piastres ...  the  'monnaie  de  luxe'... too  have  been  struck 
in  25,  50,  100 , 250  and  500  piastre  denominations..." 

The  piastre  denomination  was  a term  used  under  the  Ottoman 
Sultans.  Under  the  Republic,  the  denominational  terms  used 
on  the  money  itself  were  "kuru§luk"  or  kuru§  for  the  earliest 
"monnaies  de  luxe"  and  "liralik"  or  lira  for  the  regular  is- 
sues and  the  later  "monnaies  de  luxe".  The  denominations 
were  25,  50,  100,  250  and  500  kuru§,  and  1/4,  1/2,  1,  2-1/2 
and  5 lira. 

"Thus  1923/37  would  be  1960  A.D " "Thus  1923/20. . .would  be  1943." 

While  the  addition  is  correct,  the  implication  could  be  mis- 
leading. The  date  of  issue  was  one  year  after  the  sum  of  the 
Republic  founding  date  (1923)  and  the  "year  of  the  Republic". 

Thus,  1923/37  indicates  an  issue  of  1961  A.D.,  1923/20  an  issue 
of  1944. 

"The  western  dating  system  is  used  throughout..." 

The  regular  gold  5 Lira  piece  issued  in  1925  was  dated  1341  A.H. — 
the  only  exception. 

"The  first  year  (of  the  monnaies  de  luxe)  was  1942/43  in  World 
War  II.  " 

The  monnaies  de  luxe  were  first  issued  under  the  Republic  in 
1927.  They  were  also  issued  in  1928  and  1938,  all  prior  to 
World  War  II.  (The  practice  in  Turkey  actually  originated 
under  the  Sultans;  Friedberg  illustrates  some  at  least  from  the 
reign  of  Abdul  Hamid  II  (1876-1909),  and  limited  issues  may  go 
back  even  earlier,  in  part  at  least,  as  a presentation  coin  for 
harem  favorites.) 
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"The  coins  are  dated  with  the  year  of  issue  in  tiny  Roman  numerals... 

A misleading  technicality.  The  numerals  are  what  the  dictionary 
calls  Arabic  and  coin  catalogs  call  "Western",  not  the  I,  II,  III, 
etc.,  of  Roman  numerals. 

"...there  is  no  change  of  design , only  the  annual  date..." 

There  was  a radical  change  from  the  purely  inscription  types 
(1925-29)  to  the  Atatiirk  and  Inonii  portrait  types  for  both  the 
regular  and  de  luxe  series. 

"The  issues  of  Ismet  were  struck  only  during  the  years  he  was 
president  (in  power),  1943-1949/50. " 

Ismet  tnonii  was  President  from  1938,  after  Atatiirk  died,  until 
1950,  and  Prime  Minister  (under  Atatiirk)  1923-24,  1925-37,  and 
(in  power)  1961-65. 

"Then  for  six  years  (after  1943) .. .only  Ismet  coins.  " 

The  hiatus  for  the  Atatiirk  series  was  only  five  years  for  the 
regular  issues,  and  two  years  (1945  and  1949)  for  the  de  luxe 
issues . 

"For  the  de  luxe  issues,  Ataturk  pieces  never  ceased  to  be  struck. . . ' 

The  de  luxe  issues  bearing  Atatiirk' s portrait  were  not  issued  in 
1945  and  1949. 

Attached  (below)  are  statistical  summaries  and  design  descriptions  of 
the  pre-portrait  gold,  and  tables  showing  years  of  issue  by  denomin- 
ation for  the  portrait  gold  through  1955,  for  both  the  regular  and 
de  luxe  series,  as  derived  from  Mr.  Butak's  book. 

/s/  David  G.  Briggs 


The  following  is  summarized  from  Cumhuriyet  Devrinde  Mddeni  Paralar 
1923-1955 , by  Behzad  Butak,  Pulhan  Matbaasi,  Istanbul,  1955: 


Regular 

Gold  Issues 

"Monnaie 

de  luxe  Gold 

Issues 

Cat.  No. 

Denomination 

Dated 

Cat.  No. 

Denomination 

Dated 

4 

5 Lira 

1341 

(1925)  21 

500  Kurug 

1927 

22 

250  Kuru§ 

1927 

9 

5 Lira 

1926 

23 

100  Kurug 

1927 

10 

2-1/2  Lira 

1926 

24 

50  Kurug 

1927 

11 

1 Lira 

1926 

25 

25  Kuru§ 

1927 

12 

1/2  Lira 

1926 

13 

1/4  Lira 

1926 

31 

500  Kuru§ 

1928 

32 

250  Kurug 

1928 

17 

5 Lira 

1927 

33 

100  Kurug 

1928 

18 

2-1/2  Lira 

1927 

34 

50  Kurug 

1928 

19 

1/2  Lira 

1927 

35 

25  Kurug 

1928 

20 

1/4  Lira 

1927 
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Regular  Gold  Issues  (Continued  from  previous  page) 


Cat.  No. 

Denomination 

Dated 

Cat 

. No.  Denomination 

Dated 

26 

5 Lira 

1928 

37 

5 Lira 

1929 

27 

2-1/2  Lira 

1928 

38 

2-1/2  Lira 

1929 

28 

1 Lira 

1928 

39 

1 Lira 

1929 

29 

1/2  Lira 

1928 

40 

1/2  Lira 

1929 

30 

1/4  Lira 

1928 

41 

1/4  Lira 

1929 

Designs 

of  the  pre-portrait  gold 

issues 

(above) : 

#4  Obv. : 

Wreath  around 

legend  in 

Arabic 

: "Turkiye  Cumhuriyeti  1341 

Rev.:  Crescent,  with  star  above  between  tips,  around  legend  in 

Arabic:  "Ankara  23  Nisan  1336". 


#9-13: 

#17-20: 

#21-25: 
Obv . : 


Rev.  : 


#26-30 

#31-35 

#37-41 


Same  as  above,  but  obverse  date  in  Arabic:  1926. 

Same  as  above,  but  obverse  date  in  Arabic:  1927. 

In  center  in  Arabic:  "Turkiye  Cumhuriyeti".  Left,  olive 

branch.  Right,  wheat  ear.  Above,  crescent  with  star  above 
between  tips,  with  broad  rays  from  star,  all  over  draped 
garland.  Below,  in  scroll  cartouche  in  Arabic:  "500  Kurug 

In  a circular  garland  tied  by  5 ribbands,  in  Arabic: 

"Ankara  1927". 

Same  as  #9-13,  but  obverse  date  in  Arabic:  1928. 

Same  as  #21-25,  but  reverse  date  in  Arabic:  1928. 

Same  as  #9-13,  but  obverse  date  in  Arabic:  1929. 


Portrait  Gold  Issues,  Date  & Denominations  of  Issue 

(NOTE:  The  "monnaies  de  luxe"  bear  the  actual  date  of  issue. 

The  regular  issues  were  issued  in  the  year  following  the  date  of 
the  sum  of  the  two  years  they  bear;  e.g.,  the  regular  issues  of 
1944  bear  AD  1923  & year  20  of  the  Republic.) 

Atatiirk  Portrait,  Monnaie  de  luxe  inonii  Portrait,  Monnaie  de  luxe 
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Atatiirk  Portrait 

, Regular 

Issues 

inonii 

Portrait , 

Regula 

r Issues 
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(Ed. : 

A 

copy  of 

member  Briggs  ' above  information  was 

sent 

to  Rev. 

Campbell  for  his  corments  which  are  covered  below. ) 

I welcome  Mr.  Briggs'  greater  precision  and  extension  of  information. 

The  term  "piastre"  was  as  much  in  use  when  I was  first  in  Istanbul  as 
was  "kuru§"  (the  Arabic  ghrush,  gurush,  guerche,  etc.)  and  in  point 
of  fact  was  still  used  on  some  stamps  as  late  as  1928. 

In  point  of  fact  I believe  the  original  "ghrush"  was  a silver  coin 
introduced  into  the  Empire  by  Suleyman  II  A.H.  1099  and  the  denomin- 
ation has  a variety  of  transcriptions  into  English,  partly  because 
it  was  used  in  many  other  parts  of  the  world  and  hence  the  pronunci- 
ations varied.  "Kuru§"  is  simply  the  modern  Turkish  phonetic  trans- 
literation. 

Some  people  think  the  Ghrush  was  derived  from  the  Groschen,  Gros  or 
Groat.  Piastre  is  thought  to  be  of  Italian  origin  and/or  Spanish. 
Since  the  Venetian  and  Genoese  were  the  main  traders  with  the  dying 
Byzantine  and  early  Ottoman  Empires,  it  would  seem  possible  it  entered 
Turkey  from  that  source. 


/s/  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 

********************************************************************* 
METROLOGY  OR  NUMISMATICS  (Continued  from  page  149  ) : 

when  commerce  literally  came  to  a standstill  from  the  varied  weight 
standards.  This  was  in  1791  when  a committee  of  the  French  Academy 
of  Science  made  a report  to  the  National  Assembly  that  national  and 
international  trade  and  commerce  was  impossible  due  to  the  many  and 
varied  standards  of  weights  and  measures.  This  committee  proposed  a 
world  standard  based  on  nature  and  have  it  of  the  decimal  system. 
Several  years  later,  the  metric  system  was  adopted  by  France  and  most 
other  European  nations.  It  was  hoped  that  this  system  would  someday 
be  used  internationally  and  the  French  gave  each  nation  of  the  world 
a platinum  meter  rod  for  measurements  and  a set  of  weights  to  be 
used  as  a standard.  The  U.S.  is  just  now  realizing  the  importance 
and  simplicity  of  this  system  and  its  effect  on  world  trade. 
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THE  STORY  BEHIND  THE  SCARCE  VENEZUELA  25  CENTIMOS  1977  NICKEL  COIN 


(Ed. : The  following  is  an  unedited  letter  from  NI  member  Harold  A 

Rodriguez  eorplaining  the  reasons  behind  the  scarcity  of  the  1977 
Venezuela  25  Centimos  coin.  We  found  it  most  interesting! ) 

I have  been  receiving  quite  a few  letters  of  fellow-members  of  "NI", 
relative  the  reason  as  to  why  the  extreme  scarcity  of  the  nickel  - 
1977;  25  centimos  as  issued  by  Venezuela  - and  that  in  a period  of 
less  than  2 months  were  replaced  by  the  1978  - 25  centimos,  something 
unusual  for  a country  that  is  so  conservative  in  the  issuance  of  their 
coinage,  only  comparable  with  that  of  Switzerland. 

As  is  common  knowledge  in  1965,  240,000,000  - 25  centimos  (Y-40)  of 
pure  nickel  were  issued  for  circulation  to  replace  the  silver  25  cen- 
timos dated  1960  (Y-35a) , of  which  48,000,000  were  issued.  This,  in 
view  of  the  fact  the  silver  content  (bullion  value)  was  worth  more 
than  the  face  value. 

It  is  opportune  to  state  that  the  population  of  Venezuela  overall  is 
only  13,000,000. 

At  that  time,  (inflation  had  not  struck  with  all  of  its  force  the 
Venezuelan  economy)  - thus,  with  25  centimos  - comparatively  much 
could  be  done:  i.e.:  for  school  children,  the  purchase  of  candies, 

ice-cream,  pencils,  notebooks,  chewing  gum  - and  yes,  why  not?  Even 
bread  and  other  minor  household  goods.  Even  bus-fare  was  only  worth 
25  centimos. 

Thus,  the  coins  of  25  centimos  were  widely  used  for  different  purposes, 
and  changed  hands  very  rapidly.  However,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
1965  - 25  centimos  (Y-40),  were  minted  of  pure  nickel,  they  could  stand 
for  many  a year,  the  use  and  abuse  of  the  public. 

12  years  later,  although  there  were  and  still  is  in  circulation,  a 
"vast"  amount  of  the  1965  - 25  centimos  still  in  very  good  state  of 
conservation;  but  the  Government  realizing  that  this  amount  was  dwind- 
ling, and  anticipating  a shortage  in  the  forseeable  future,  decided 
to  have  minted,  240,000,000  - 25  centimos  dated  1977  (I  believe  that 
is  classified  as  Y-50) , in  the  Altona,  Westphalia  Mint  located  in  West 
Germany.  In  the  original  contract,  it  was  called  for  delivery  of 
120,000,000  coins  (part  to  be  delivered  immediately,  the  balance  in 
a short  period  of  time)  and  the  balance  of  120,000,000  coins  at  a 
later  date,  to  be  determined  as  the  occasion  arose. 

The  only  difference  noted  between  the  1965  and  1977  coins,  were  the 
reverse  - in  which  the  figures  1977  were  very  prominent,  but  leaving 
the  traditional  Bust  of  "BOLIVAR"  - the  Father  of  the  Country,  and 
Liberator  from  the  Spanish  Tyranny  of  5 Latin  Countries,  on  the  obverse. 

As  is  also  known,  Venezuelan  economy  was  expanding  very  rapidly  in 
view  of  the  huge  reserves  of  oil  - and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  OPEC 
(Organization  of  Petroleum  Exporting  Countries);  thus,  the  awesome 
word  "INFLATION"  hit  with  all  of  its  force  the  economy  of  the  country. 

Result?  The  25  centimos  coins  had  lost  much  of  its  purchasing  power  - 
especially  to  the  school  children,  and  bus-fares  had  increased  - thus, 
this  coin  was  not  of  much  practical  use. 
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At  this  time,  the  Government  who  owned  and  controlled  the  telephone 
system,  placed  in  all  accessible  places  public  phone  booths,  and  the 
charge  for  its  use  was  - as  can  be  imagined  - 25  centimos.  Thus, 
another  and  important  use  was  derived  for  the  above  mentioned  coin  - 
and  everyone  in  a major  or  minor  degree  was  using  the  phone  booths, 
using  the  original  1965  - 25  centimos  without  any  problem. 

When  the  first  issuance  for  circulation  of  the  1977  - 25  centimos 
(Y-50) , was  being  used,  the  public  phones  were  jamming  - and  was  caus- 
ing not  only  vital  interruption  in  the  phone  system,  but  were  being 
ruined,  causing  much  concern,  loss  of  money  and  playing  havoc  with 
this  system. 

Investigation  proved  that  through  some  mechanical  and/or  human  error 
in  Germany  - had  "MINTED  THE  25  CENTIMOS  - Y-50,  WITH  THE  RIM  THICKER 
THAN  WHAT  THE  ORIGINAL  CONTRACT  CALLED  FOR" 

It  is  opportune  to  state,  that  a very  minor  portion  was  released  for 
circulation  of  the  1977  - 25  centimos  - the  exact  amount  was  never 
stated  by  the  Government,  but  all  research  has  pointed  out  that  a very 
minor  quantity  was  released;  the  rest  stayed  at  the  vaults  of  the 
Government  Central  Bank  (Treasury) . 

As  soon  as  the  Government  had  proven  that  all  of  its  maladies  with 
the  public  phones  was  caused  by  the  wrong  minting  of  the  25  centimos 
1977  coins,  they  immediately  "CANCELLED  THAT  PARTICULAR  CONTRACT  WITH 
THE  MINTERS"  - "RECALLED  WHAT  1977  - 25  centimos  were  in  circulation. 
Immediately  had  minted  for  them  the  1978  (this  so  that  the  public 
could  differentiate  the  wrongly  minted  coins  with  the  properly  minted 
coins) . 

Practically,  no  shortage  was  ever  noticed,  as  there  was  and  still  are 
in  circulation  a vast  amount  of  the  1965  (Y-40)  25  centimos. 

Incredible  but  true,  before  the  end  of  1977  - there  appeared  in  cir- 
culation the  "NEW"  1978  - 25  centimos  coin  - that  "did  comply  with 
the  specifications  called  for". 

Of  course,  the  numismatists,  who  were  aware  of  this  error,  (not  to  be 
confused  with  variety,  oddity  or  numismatic  mishap)  although  some  have 
been  found  with  die-cracks,  die-clashes  etc.;  immediately  started  to 
hoard  the  coins  - but  it  was  a little  too  late,  although  some  had  been 
found,  and  saved. 

I had  placed  advertisements  in  different  numismatic  periodicals,  offer- 
ing for  sale  the  1977  - 25  centimos  (Y-50),  at  a very  nominal  charge, 
and  was  literally  swamped  with  buyers  all  over  the  world.  Even  dealers, 
offered  to  buy  all  the  coins  that  I had  in  stock  (not  very  many)  - as 
I am  a collector  and  not  a dealer. 

What  is  strange,  is  that  dealers  are  offering  this  coin  for  sale  (what 
little  stock  they  may  have?)  - at  prices  that  goes  beyond  reality  - 
because  if  it  is  true  that  this  coin  is  extremely  scarce,  it  is  also 
true  that  they  were  purchased  at  prices  that  were  ridiculously  low, 
at  that  time. 

So  as  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  this  coin  is  very 
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scarce,  and  could  be  called  "key"  and  probably  a sleeper. 

I trust  that  this  letter  will  clear  in  the  minds  of  all  of  those  who 
have  written  to  me  as  to  the  reasons  of  the  scarcity  of  the  1977  - 25 
centimos  Venezuelan  (Y-50)  coin. 


Harold  A.  Rodriguez,  NI  #1447 
Caracas,  Venezuela 
March  12th,  1979. 

P.S.:  I do  not  have  many  of  these  coins  in  stock,  and  will  not  sell 

to  dealers. 

NOTE:  Over  a year  ago,  I had  written  that  the  Government  was  recall- 

ing from  circulation  the  5 Bolivar  note  (Pick-33)  - few,  if 
any,  paid  heed  to  my  information.  ONLY  YESTERDAY : In  an  of- 

ficial manner,  the  Government,  stated  and  I quote: 

"The  authorities  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Venezuela,  decided 
to  eliminate  with  the  circulation  of  the  5 Bolivares  notes 
(paper  bills),  as  they  were  susceptible  to  rapid  deterior- 
ation, and  in  its  place  have  placed  in  circulation  the  new 
5 Bolivares  coins,  manufactured  with  a material  much  more 
resistent . 

"In  an  orderly  and  calculated  manner,  and  after  having 
proved  the  heavy  circulation  of  these  notes,  and  its  rapid 
deterioration  of  the  5 Bolivar  notes,  these  are  being  sub- 
stituted with  coinage  of  the  same  value,  made  of  pure  nickel, 
more  resistant  to  its  frequent  usage,  explained  the  high 
director  of  the  Bank. 

"He  further  added  that  the  circulation  of  the  5 Bolivar 
note,  caused  an  extremely  high  cost  and  waste  of  money  to  the 
Bank. " 

This  information  although  today  "official"  had  been  mentioned 
to  the  different  media  of  numismatic  publications  practically 
verbatim  over  a year  ago.  "THUS  ANOTHER  SCARCE  PAPER  NOTE 
P-33  IN  THE  FUTURE". 

These  cannot  be  located  anywhere  since  over  7 months  ago. 

********************************************************************** 

TAKE  LIFE  A LITTLE  EASIER 

by  Gabriel  A.  Grams,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada,  NI  #1152 

A numismatic  belle  named  Bess 
One  weekend  made  herself  a dress 
With  banknotes  from  Spain. 

It  was  all  in  vain  - 
When  she  sat  down  it  looked  a mess! 
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ASSAYWISE  LIST  OF  SILVER  COINS  IN  CIRCULATION  WHEN  THE  BRITISH  TOOK 
OCCUPATION  OF  INDIA  


by  Narendra  S.  Sengar , Kanpur , India,  NI  #1304 

The  following  listing  of  silver  coins  in  circulation  when  the  British 
occupied  India  is  a follow-up  of  a listing  of  similar  gold  coins  which 
was  published  in  the  February  1979  NI  BULLETIN  (pp58-60) . 

As  an  oversight,  I failed  to  list  in  the  earlier  article  the  sources 
of  my  information.  The  main  source  of  information  was  Indigenous 
Banking  in  Ancient  & Medieval  India  by  B.  K.  Bhargava  (published 
1934).  Also,  many  consultations  was  made  with  jewellers  and  collector 
friends.  In  addition,  I understand  a similar  listing  was  published 
in  1838  in  Essays  on  Indian  Antiquities ; Historic,  Numismatic , and 
Palaeographic , Vol.  II,  by  James  Prinsep,  F.R.S.,  but  this  work  was 
not  consulted  in  compiling  my  listing.  The  Prinsep  work,  I am  in- 
formed, was  revised  and  brought  up  to  date  by  Edward  Thomas  in  about 
1856,  and  this  edition  was  reprinted  in  India  in  1971. 

The  listings  from  the  Bhargava  work  have  been  modified  by  my  conversion 
of  weights  from  grains  to  grammes,  wherever  necessary,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  readers  in  general. 

It  is  hoped  the  following  listing  will  be  of  interest  to  collectors 
and  any  oversight  in  not  listing  the  sources  of  information  in  the 
earlier  article  was  unintentional. 


Rupees 

Agra 

Ahmedabad  (old) 

Ahmedabad  (new) 

Ahmedabad  HALI  (current) 
Ahmed  Shah 
Ahmednagar  (old) 

Ajmer  Old  (Bhupashahi) 
Ajmer  Sri  Shahi 
Allahabad 
Alamgir  II 
Annashahi 

Ankushi  (old)  Poona 

Ankushi  (new)  Poona 

Arakan 

Arkat 

Katak 

Chittagong  (Garnali 
Phrusi 

Assam:  Rudrasimha 

Assam:  Shiva 

Assam:  Primatta 

Assam:  Rajendra 

Assam:  Laxmi 

Assam:  Gaurinath 

Assam:  Bharat 

Baroda  (Asa  Shahi) 


Weight  % of  Silver  Pure  Silver 
in  Gms.  in  coins  in  Grammes 


11.120 

11.658 

11.712 

11.325 

11.485 

11.307 

10.925 

10.897 

11.147 

11.631 

11.421 

11.145 

11.242 

10.522 

11.430 

11.268 

11.158 

11.196 

11.223 

11.236 

11.009 

11.268 

11.242 

11.288 

11.323 

11.437 


94.5 

84.4 

85.4 

96.7 

98.07 

97.7 

87.1 

80.2 

91.7 

98.5 

88.5 
93.1 

92.7 

57.7 

94.8 
95.4 

94.6 

94.8 

98.0 

97.1 

96.7 

96.9 

97.1 

95.8 
96.7 

87.1 


10.509 

9.398 

10.003 

10.951 

11.255 

11.052 

9.513 

8.740 

10.222 

11.457 

10.107 

10.376 

10.421 

6.071 

10.771 

10.750 

10.555 

10.614 

10.998 

10.908 

10.642 

10.918 

10.914 

10.817 

10.925 

9.959 
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Weight 


% of  Silver  Pure  Silver 


Rupees 

in  Gms . 

in  coins 

in  Grammi 

Aurangab ad 

11.071 

81.9 

9.065 

Bagalkota 

11.165 

89.6 

10.001 

Bala  Sahi  (Sagar) 

10.964 

88.1 

9.662 

Bareilly 

11.139 

93.5 

10.419 

Bithoor 

11.100 

87.5 

9.712 

Bilaspur 

11.133 

85.6 

9.533 

Banares 

11.340 

96.7 

10.965 

Bikaner 

11.275 

96.2 

10.852 

Bhilara 

10.944 

82.7 

9.051 

Bhilsa 

10.991 

86.5 

9.507 

Bhopal 

11.105 

89.2 

9.905 

Bharatpur 

11.136 

95.8 

9.502 

Brindaban 

10.152 

83.5 

8.481 

Bundi 

11.117 

88.8 

9.872 

Bala  Shahi 

11.376 

85.4 

9.715 

Burhanpur 

11.586 

95.2 

11.030 

Cambay 

11.534 

85.4 

9.852 

Chanda 

10.784 

86.8 

9.306 

Chanderi 

11.210 

92.3 

10.347 

Chandoli 

11.025 

85.6 

9.438 

Chanduri  (Khandesh) 

11.145 

92.1 

10.264 

Chandrapur 

10.562 

83.8 

8.851 

Chinsuri 

11.178 

92.9 

10.384 

Chittor  (Udaipur) 

10.988 

79.8 

8.833 

Chaursi  (Ikkeri) 

11.129 

90.3 

10.049 

Chandusi 

11.087 

95.6 

10.599 

Chalni  (Hyderabad) 

10.414 

80.4 

8.476 

Chattarpur 

10.951 

88.1 

9.647 

Dhaka  (Dacca) 

11.618 

96.7 

11.235 

Deigh 

10.996 

88.5 

9.732 

Delhi 

11.171 

97.1 

10.847 

Muhammad  Shah  (Delhi) 

11.229 

96.9 

10.881 

Itawah 

11.132 

92.3 

10.275 

Fateh  Shahi 

10.219 

94.5 

9.657 

Farukhabad  (old) 

11.210 

95.5 

10.705 

Farukhabad  (new) 

10.977 

94.1 

10.329 

Gohar  Shahi  (Poona) 

... 

11.303 

96.5 

10.911 

Trishuli  (Trident) 

11.213 

93.5 

10.484 

Gokul 

11.197 

92.9 

10.402 

Gwalior 

11.100 

94.1 

10.445 

Hatharas 

11.119 

95.4 

10.608 

Indore  (old) 

11.145 

94.8 

10.566 

Indore  (Holkar) 

10.925 

91.3 

9.974 

Hyderabad 

11.281 

84.6 

9.544 

Jalaun 

10.938 

86.6 

9.472 

Jhansi 

11.016 

85.2 

9.385 

Jind 

10.918 

83.8 

9.150 

Jabbalpur 

10.846 

89.2 

9.675 

Jai  Nagar 

11.189 

90.4 

10.115 

Jaipur 

11.275 

96.7 

10.902 

Jagadhari 

10.711 

86.4 

9.254 

Jamkhandi 

11.340 

92.5 

10.489 

Jaripatka 

11.119 

91.2 

10.141 

Jodhpur 

11.275 

95.6 

10.778 
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Rupees 

Weight 
in  Gms. 

% of  Silver 
in  coins 

Pure  Silver 
in  Grammes 

Kalpi 

... 

10.955 

86.9 

9.527 

Kotah 

10.964 

88.1 

9.660 

Karuli 

11.104 

95.2 

10.572 

Kosi 

10.824 

84.2 

9.114 

Kumher 

11.080 

95.0 

10.526 

Lucknow 

11.166 

96.7 

10.798 

Madipur 

11.259 

89.2 

10.043 

Madhu  Shahi 

11.278 

96.9 

10.928 

Maheshwari  (Indore) 

11.226 

94.4 

10.643 

Muhammad  Shahi 

11.229 

95.2 

10.690 

Mamu  Shahi 

11.518 

89.4 

10.297 

Malabar 

11.200 

93.1 

10.414 

Mulla  Shahi 

11.171 

95.0 

10.612 

Mudhol 

11.210 

57.5 

6.445 

Murshidabad 

11.641 

98.0 

11.409 

Makhan  Shahi 

11.444 

87.3 

9.985 

Mathura 

10.841 

86.0 

9.322 

Mysore 

11.293 

94.8 

10.706 

Nagpur 

10.928 

91.5 

9.999 

Narwar 

11.016 

87.7 

9.661 

Nazibabad 

11.210 

96.7 

10.840 

Nepal  (1/2  Rupee) 

5.508 

92.9 

4.566 

Udaipur  (Mewar) 

10.850 

78.1 

8.472 

Uj  jain 

11.316 

93.3 

10.558 

Panali 

11.054 

63.4 

7.008 

Panipat 

11.093 

91.9 

10.194 

Patna 

11.502 

96.5 

11.099 

Pratabgarh 

11.041 

87.6 

9.672 

Pondicherry 

11.362 

95.6 

10.862 

Poona  (Scissors) 

11.404 

96.9 

11.050 

Raj  garh 

11.259 

96.2 

10.831 

Raichur 

11.210 

89.8 

10.066 

Sagar 

11.022 

88.1 

9.710 

Saharanpur 

11.080 

93.5 

10.360 

Salim  Shahi 

10.893 

77.3 

8.420 

Sardhana 

11.093 

92.5 

10.261 

Sironj 

10.909 

84.8 

9.250 

Shah-Pur 

11.275 

87.4 

9.854 

Sohagpur 

10.815 

81.7 

8.836 

Srinagar 

11.019 

89.0 

9.808 

Surat 

11.307 

93.9 

10.618 

Thana 

11.067 

90.8 

10.053 

Wazir  Shahi 

11.016 

86.3 

9.500 

********************************************************************* 


MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE  FILLED  THIS  MONTH 


For  the  first  time  since  September  1978  the  Member  Notice  Page  was 
subscribed  to  its  capacity  this  month.  Keep  the  notices  coming  in 
as  I get  many  reports  from  those  using  it  that  it  is  most  success- 
ful to  obtain  information  from  other  members.  One  member  recently 
received  5 responses  to  a notice  within  2 weeks  after  publication. 
Some  information  on  this  will  be  published  next  month. 
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NI  JUNIOR  MEMBER  HAS  LISTING  OF  CANADIAN  TRADE  DOLLARS  AVAILABLE 


by  Jerome  H.  Remiek,  Ste-Foy,  P.Q.,  Canada,  NI  # 213 

An  8 page  listing  of  Canadian  trade  dollars,  alphabetically  listed  ac- 
cording to  their  issuing  municipality  and  subdivided  by  province  and 
territory,  and  an  8 page  check  list  of  Canadian  trade  dollars,  listed 
alphabetically  according  to  their  issuing  municipality,  are  available 
at  $1.50  each  from  Serge  Pelletier,  P.  0.  Box  7522,  Charlesbourg, 

Quebec,  Canada  GIG  5W5.  Serge  can  also  supply  a 6 page  listing  at  $1.00 
of  issuing  agencies  and  their  addresses  from  whom  trade  dollars  of  past 
years  can  still  be  ordered.  Serge  is  doing  a great  deal  of  research 
on  these  trade  dollars  in  preparation  for  publication  late  this  year 
of  the  first  book  on  the  subject.  He  is  a new  NI  member  and  at  only  18 
years  of  age  is  a dedicated  numismatist  with  interest  in  coins,  tokens 
and  banknotes  of  the  world. 

A trade  dollar  is  a community  coin,  sponsored  by  a local  authority  and 
given  legal  monetary  value  in  a limited  area  for  a limited  time  by  the 
appropriate  local  authority.  It  is  used  as  money  in  normal  commercial 
transactions  during  it  validity.  The  words  "GOOD  FOR  ONE  DOLLAR", 
"SOUVENIR  DOLLAR",  or  "DOLLAR",  etc.  must  appear  on  a trade  dollar  or 
else  it  is  a medallion.  The  expiration  date  appears  on  all  current 
trade  dollars,  but  it  is  lacking  on  a few  of  the  older  trade  dollars. 
Most  are  33mm  in  diameter,  but  other  planchet  sizes  include  32,  35, 

36  and  38mm. 

Nickel  by  far  is  the  most  popular  metal  and  the  only  one  that  will  not 
tarnish.  Nickel-silver,  an  alloy  of  copper  and  nickel  with  a small 
amount  of  zinc,  also  known  as  German-silver  or  argentan,  is  the  second 
most  popular  metal.  Copper-nickel,  brass  and  bronze  are  used  for  a few 
issues.  Small  quantities  of  proof-like  specimens  in  .999  silver  and  in 
10,  14,  18  or  24  carat  gold  are  struck  for  some  issue.  Gold  plated  and 
rhodium  plated  spcimens  are  also  popular. 

Except  for  one  8-sided  piece,  all  issues  are  round.  Mintages  range 
from  5,000  to  200,000  with  the  general  range  being  10,000  to  50,000. 

Trade  dollars  are  issued  to  raise  money  and  to  advertise.  The  money 
may  help  to  pay  the  costs  for  a festival  or  event  or  go  to  the  municipal 
government.  For  a mintage  of  50,000  33mm  nickel  trade  dollars.  The 
Sherrit  Mint  of  Fort  Sasketchewan , Alberta,  Canada  charges  21c  each. 

Many  municipalities  issue  a trade  dollar  on  an  annual  basis  to  commem- 
orate a local  festival  or  happening  or  as  a souvenir  for  the  tourist. 

The  longest  series  is  that  issued  by  Calgary  for  its  Stampede,  a trade 
dollar  having  been  issued  annually  since  1963,  except  for  1967  and  1970. 
(See  NI  BULLETIN , July,  1976  for  an  article  on  Edmonton  Klondike  Days 
trade  dollars.) 

To  date  373  type  Canadian  trade  dollars  are  known.  The  first  issue 
was  in  1960.  However,  interest  in  the  trade  dollar  program  has  shown 
rapid  growth  during  the  past  two  years.  92  type  trade  dollars  were 
issued  by  66  Canadian  municipalities  in  1978  and  54  were  issued  by 
47  municipalities  in  1977. 
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Collecting  Canadian  trade  dollars  is  a new  field  for  the  collector. 

A great  many  of  the  issues  are  still  available  from  the  issuing  agency 
at  their  issue  price  of  $1.00  plus  .25c  postage. 

A listing  of  new  issues  of  Canadian  trade  dollars  and  data  on  how  to 
obtain  them  from  their  issuing  agency  is  included  in  each  bi-monthly 
issue  of  the  CANADIAN  TOKEN  COLLECTOR , the  publication  of  the  Canadian 
Association  of  Token  Collectors,  available  at  $5.00  yearly  from  Mr. 
Kenneth  A.  Palmer,  10  Wesanford  Place,  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada  L8P 
1N6 . 

********************************************************************** 
MAJOR  ROMAN  ERROR  OF  EMPEROR  AURELIAN 

by  W.  B.  "Bud"  Butterworth,  North  Little  Rook,  Arkansas,  NI  if  151 


(Reprinted  from  ARKOIN  NEWS,  Vol.  II,  No.  4,  January  1979,  plO.) 


shows  mistakes  were  made  also  in  time  of 
(Photos  enlarged)  Roman  Emperor  Aurelian  (270-275  AD) . 

Possibly  during  the  revolt  of  strike  by  mint  laborers.  Emperor  Aurelian 
closed  the  mint  in  order  to  stop  the  fraudulent  coinage  issues. 

Debasement  of  coinage  and  such  errors  were  common  during  the  revolt. 
Emperor  Aurelian,  to  quell  the  revolt,  had  some  senators  executed  and 
others  had  their  property  confiscated. 

To  me  this  is  one  of  my  most  interesting  major  error  coins,  of  world 
coinage  and  modern  United  States. 

Born  of  humble  parents,  this  Emperor  went  into  the  military  as  a career. 
He  became  one  of  the  Empire's  greatest  Generals,  his  ability  as  com- 
mander of  the  Cavalry  being  particularly  high.  He  paid  much  attention 
to  domestic  affairs  and  began  the  building  of  a strongly  fortified 
wall  around  Rome. 

He  was  assassinated  at  the  age  of  68  in  Thrace,  which  was  a conspiracy 
of  some  of  his  chief  officers. 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  listings  published  here  are 
supplied  by  special  arrangement  with  CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD,  pub- 
lished and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman  Coin 
Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these  numbers  in  any 
other  publications  is  authorized.) 

* Collectors'  Coins 


AUSTRIA 

* Y157  100  Schilling  1979,  .640  Silver  (36nm) 

7th  Centenary  Cathedral  of  Wiener  Neustadt 

BULGARIA 

* Y90  5 Leva  1978,  .500  Silver  (36mm),  Cent.  Cyril-Methodius  Library 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC 

Y45  1 Centavo  1978,  Bronze  (19mm) 

Y46  5 Centavos  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (21.1mm) 

Y47  10  Centavos  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (18mm) 

Y48  25  Centavos  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (24.3mm) 

Y49  50  Centavos  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (30.9mm) 

Y50  1 Peso  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (38.1mm) 

(Note:  The  1 Peso  has  been  renumbered  from  the  listings 

published  in  the  April  1979  issue.) 


ETHIOPIA 

Y36  1 Cent  1976,  Bronze,  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y37  1 Cent  EE  1969  (1977),  Aluminum  (17mm) 

Y38  5 Cents  EE  1969  (1977),  Copper-Zinc  (20mm) 

Y39  10  Cents  EE  1969  (1977),  Copper-Zinc  (23mm) 

Y40  25  Cents  EE  1969  (1977),  Cupro-Nickel  (21.5mm) 

Y41  50  Cents  EE  1969  (1977),  Cupro-Nickel  (25mm) 

* Y42  10  Birr  1979,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  Conservation  Series 

* Y43  25  Birr  1979,  .925  Silver  (42mm),  Conservation  Series 

* Y44  600  Birr  1979,  .900  Gold  (33.4mm),  Conservation  Series 

(Note:  Nos.  37-41  have  been  renumbered  due  to  the  appearance 

of  the  F.A.O.  piece.  They  were  originally  reported  in  the 
November  1977  issue.) 

FINLAND 

Y68  5 Markkaa  1979,  Aluminum-Bronze  (26.3mm) 

GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 

* Y71  20  Mark  1979,  .500  Silver  (33ram) 

250th  Anniversary  Birth  of  Gotthold  Ephraim  Lessing 


HONG  KONG 

Y35  1 Dollar  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (25.4mm) 

ISRAEL 

* Y88  50  Lirot  1979,  Silver,  31st  Anniversary  of  Independence 

LEBANON 

Y30  5 Livres  1978,  Nickel  (32mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

MALAWI 

* Y15  5 Kwacha  1978,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  Conservation  Series 

* Y16  10  Kwacha  1978,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  Conservation  Series 

* Y17  250  Kwacha  1978,  .900  Gold  (33.4mm),  Conservation  Series 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS  (Continued) : 


MONACO 

* Y36  1000  Francs  1979,  .500  Gold  (32mm) , Cent.  Monte  Carlo  Casino 

POLAND 

* Y98  100  Zlotych  1979,  .625  Silver  (32mm),  Henryk  Wieniawski 

Y99  20  Zlotych  1979,  Cupro-Nickel  (29mm),  Int'ntl.  Year  of  the  Child 

RUSSIA  (USSR) 

Y152  1 Ruble  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (31mm) 

* Y153  5 Rubles  1978,  .900  Silver  (33mm),  Track 

* Y154  5 Rubles  1978,  .900  Silver  (33mm),  Swimming 

* Y155  10  Rubles  1978,  .900  Silver  (39mm),  Cycling 

* Y156  10  Rubles  1978,  .900  Silver  (39mm),  Canoeing 

* Y157  10  Rubles  1978,  .900  Silver  (39mm),  Equestrian 

* Y158  100  Rubles  1978,  .900  Gold  (30mm),  Lenin  Stadium 

(All  above:  1978  Coinage  for  1980  Olympic  Games) 


SUDAN 

Y69  1 Pound  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (40mm,  10-sided  planchet) 

TURKEY 

Y130  5 Lira  1976,  Stainless  Steel,  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y131  2-1/2  Lira  1977,  Steel  (30mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y132  5 Lira  1977,  Steel  (32.6mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

* Y133  50  Lira  1977,  Silver  (29.9mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

* Y134  150  Lira  1978,  Silver,  World  Cup  Soccer  Championship 

* Y135  200  Lira  1978,  .830  Silver  (30mm),  705th  Anniversary 

Mevlana  Celaleddin-i  Rumi 

(Note:  Y131-135  have  been  renumbered  as  previously  re- 

ported as  Y130-134  in  June,  December  1978  and  April  1979.) 

TURKS  AND  CAICOS  ISLANDS 

* Y45  10  Crowns  1979,  .925  Silver  (40mm),  10th  Anniv.  Investiture 

* Y45  100  Crowns  1979,  .500  Gold  (33mm),  10th  Anniv.  Investiture 


********************************************************************* 


COIN  NOTES 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Weeping  Water,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM12 

This  coin  is  at  once  recognizable 
as  an  Ethiopian  (Abyssinian)  piece 
by  the  Amharic  script,  the  crowned 
lion  with  the  standard,  and  the 
peculiar  type  of  crown.  The  coin 
is  a 1/4  Talari  of  1889  E.E. 
(Ethiopian  Era)  struck  at  the 
Addis  Ababa  mint.  The  coin  is 
of  silver  of  Menelik  II  1889-1913 
EE  (1889  equals  1897  A.D.).  The 
talari  was  a dollar  or  crown  sized  coin;  the  1/4  talari  was  also  known 
as  a Yaber  Rub.  Talari,  of  course,  derives  from  thaler,  the  coin  of 
Maria  Theresa,  so  well  known  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Only  coins  grading  FINE  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION . Members  desiring  to  borrow 
coins  from  the  collection  for  research  purposes,  lecture  use,  non- 
competitive displays , or  any  other  reasons,  may  do  so  by  paying  post- 
age and  insurance  both  directions.) 

(Coins  in  the  collection  which  are  UNCIRCULATED  are  underlined . ) 

CAYMAN  ISLANDS:  Y1  - 1972;  Y2  - 1972;  Y4  - 1972. 

CHILE:  Y49  - 1884;  Y59  - 1886;  Y67  - 1896;  Y78  - 1908;  Y79  - 1908; 

Y83  - 1915;  Y84  - 1915;  Y88  - 1921,  1925,  1928,  1934,  1938;  Y89  - 
1922,  1933,  1937,  1940;  Y90  - 1924,  1932,  1939,  1940;  Y91  - 1933; 
Y102  - 1942,  1943,  1945,  1946,  1949,  1950,  1951,  1952,  1953; 

Y103  - 1942;  Y104  - 1943,  1948,  1950,  1953,  1954;  Y105  - 1956, 
1957;  Y106  - 1956;  Y107  - 1956;  Y108  - 1962;  Y109  - 1961,  1962, 

1963;  Y110  - 1964,  1968;  Ylll  - 1964,  1966,  1969;  Y112  - 1963, 

1969,  1970;  Y113  - 1971;  Y114  - 1971;  Y116  - 1972;  Y118  - 1971. 

CHINA:  Y5.1  - 1917,  Y7  - 1908;  Y12  - 1908;  Y49.2  - ND;  Y122.2  - ND; 

Y135.1  CD1902 ; Y190  - ND;  Y191  - ND;  Y193  - ND;  Y204  - ND; 

Y221a . 1 - ND;  Y301.5  - ND;  Y303.1  - ND;  Y306.2a  - ND;  Y319  - ND; 
Y347  - 1936;  Y348.1  - 1936;  Y349.1  - 1936;  Y350.1  - 1936;  Y355  - 
1940;  Y356  - 1940;  Y358  - 1940;  Y360.1  - 1940,  1941;  Y362.1  - 
1942;  Y400  - ND;  Y519  - 1937;  Y520  - 1937. 

CHINA-JAP.  PUPPET  STATES  - Hua  Hsing  Bank:  Y522  - 1940. 

" " " " - Manchukuo:  Y2  - 1933;  Y6  - 1934;  Y9  - 1943; 

Y12  - 1940. 


CHINA-TIBET:  Y23  - 1937. 

CHINA-PEOPLES  REPUBLIC:  Y1  - 1956,  1963,  1964,  1975;  Y2  - 1956,  1960; 

Y3  - 1955,  1957. 

CHINA,  REPUBLIC  OF:  Y531  - 1949;  Y532  - 1949;  Y533  - 1955;  Y534  - 1950; 

Y535  - 1954;  Y536  - 1960,  1970;  Y543  - 1966;  Y545  - 1967,  1970; 

Y546  - 1967,  1969. 

COLOMBIA:  Y20  - 1881;  Y24  - 1886;  Y30  - 1897;  Y47  - 1938,  1940;  Y49  - 

1919;  Y57  - 1938;  Y58  - 1952B,  1954B,  1956,  1958;  Y60  - 1921, 

1950B;  Y61  - 1943B,  1949B,  1960,  1961,  1964,  1965,  1966;  Y61a  - 
1967,  1968,  1969,  1970,  1973;  Y63  - 1943B,  1953B,  1957,  1960, 

1963,  1965,  1967;  Y63a  - 1968,  1969,  1970,  1973,  1975;  Y64  - 1950B, 
1951B,  1967;  1968,  1969;  YA65  - 1967,  1968;  Y65a  - 1967,  1968, 

1969;  Y67  - 1965;  Y67a  - 1955B,  1959;  Y68  - 1952B,  1953B;  Y68a  - 
1954B,  1956,  1959,  1961,  1963,  1964,  1966;  Y69  - 1953B;  Y70  - 
1956,  1959,  1963,  1964,  1966;  Y71  - 1959,  1963,  1964,  1965,  1966; 

Y73  - 1960;  Y74  - 1960;  Y78  - 1965;  Y79  - 1965;  Y80  - 1967;  Y81  - 

1968;  Y82.1  - 1969,  1970,  1971;  Y82.3  - 1972,  1974;  Y83  - 1969, 

1970;  Y83a  - 1971  (no  dots),  1971  (with  dots);  Y83b  - 1971,  1973; 
Y84.1  - 1971;  Y85  - 1971;  Y95  - 1974. 

COMOROS  REPUBLIC:  Y4  - 1964;  Y5  - 1964,  Y6  - 1964;  Y7  - 1964;  Y8  - 1964. 

COSTA  RICA:  Y39  - 1910;  Y40  - 1910;  Y49  - 1922;  Y51  - 1929;  Y54  - 1941; 

Y55  - 1935;  Y56  - 1935;  YA58  - 1942,  1943,  1946,  1947;  YB58  - 1942, 

1946;  Y58  - 1942;  Y59  - 1937,  1948;  Y60  - 1937;  Y60a  - 1948;  Y61  - 

1948;  Y62  - 1948;  Y63  - 1945;  YA64  - 1951;  Y64.1  - 1951. 

(Costa  Rica  - To  be  continued  next  month) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

THE  LATER  PALAEOLOGAN  COINAGE , by  S.  Bendall  and  P.  J.  Donald.  Pub- 
lished by  A.  H.  Baldwin  and  Sons,  11,  Adelphi  Terrace,  London  W.C.2, 
England,  1979.  271pp,  including  index  and  introduction,  paper  covers, 

by  phototypeset . 

Amongst  the  sections  included  are  the  table  of  contents,  technical 
information  on  the  nature  of  the  coinage,  metallurgical  analysis  and 
study,  aids  to  identification  (very  important)  and  a bibliography  (58 
books  or  articles) . There  is  one,  or  more,  reference  for  each  coin, 
also  a list  of  the  collection  containing  such  a coin. 

The  catalog  begins  with  Andronikos  II  (1282-1328)  and  ends  with  the 
fall  of  Constantinople  in  1453,  for  Constantinopolitan  coins.  For 
Thessalonika  (Salonica,  Greece)  it  begins  in  the  same  place  and  ends 
with  Manuel  II  (1369-87).  It  includes  the  "Politkon"  and  "Anonymous" 
coinages,  as  well  as  some  uncertain  coins.  It  is  perfectly  illustrated 
by  large  black  and  white  drawings  of  Mr.  Donald.  Because  of  the  rarity 
and  poor  nature  of  some  of  the  coins,  the  drawings  are  composite. 

This  field  is  one  which  Mr.  Bendall  has  made  peculiarly  his  own,  help- 
ed by  the  drawing  skill  of  Mr.  Donald.  Many  of  the  coins  have  appear- 
ed over  the  years  in  Spink  and  Sons'  Numismatic  Circular.  Mr.  Bendall 
is  a member  of  the  staff  of  the  numismatic  firm  of  A.  H.  Baldwin  and 
Sons . 

The  book  covers  the  most  obscure,  and  the  most  difficult,  of  the  entire 
Byzantine  series;  it  has  also  been  the  most  neglected,  partly  because 
of  the  scarcity  and  poverty  of  the  coins,  partly  because  no  other  Byzan- 
tinologist  seems  to  have  used  the  depth  of  study  that  Mr.  Bendall  has. 
The  book  fills  a very  essential  need  and  is  an  invaluable  contribution 
to  the  literature  of  the  Byzantine  coinage.  These  little  coins  turn 
up  in  the  most  unlikely  places  and  are  likely  to  be  pushed  to  one  side 
because  of  their  appearance  and  difficulty.  Amongst  the  various  col- 
lections which  Mr.  Bendall  studied  was  that  of  the  coins  of  this  series 
in  the  cabinet  of  the  University  of  Nebraska  State  Museum  at  Lincoln, 
from  the  former  Perry-Campbell  Collection.  In  some  cases  the  authors 
had  to  be  content  with  casts  and  photographs,  never  as  valuable. 

Of  particular  value  seem  to  have  been  the  coins  and  personal  notes  of 
Mr.  Bertele,  now  in  the  Dumbarton  Oaks  Collection  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 

(Ed. : Rev.  Campbell  has  written  a follow  up  article  on  the  denomin- 

ation's names  in  this  work  and  it  will  be  published  shortly.) 


MUSEUM  NOTES  2S}  published  1978  by  The  American  Numismatic  Society. 

While  much  of  this  latest  issue  of  Museum  Notes  (105  pages)  deals 
with  classical  Greek  coinage,  there  are  three  rather  special  articles 
of  interest. 

Paul  Z.  Bedoukian  describes  a hoard  of  bilingual  trams  of  Hetoum  I, 
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Bilingual  tram , Ar. 

Hetoum  I and  Kaikhusrew  1220-1271  AD 
Obv. : King  on  horse. 

Rev. : 4 lines  of  Kufic 


a valuable  addition  to  our  knowledge  of  that  period  which  is  somewhat 
obscure.  As  one  expects  on  an  ANS  product,  the  illustrations  of  48 
pieces  are  superb. 

Also  for  Islamic  scholars,  there  is  Carl  Wurtzel's  writeup  of  the 


Umayad  (or  Umayyad)  Dirhem 
Al-Walid  I 705-715  AH  (1305-1315  AD) 
Wasit  Mint 


revolutionaries  in  the  late  Umayyad  period  (18  coins  shown  in  part. 

Far  and  away  most  interesting  is  the  fascinating  detective  story  by 
J.  D.  Brady  of  101  slivers  of  Latin  inscribed  gold  coins,  the  first 
17  of  which  George  Miles  published  in  1967.  Further  pieces  from  the 
same  hoard  have  since  come  to  light.  The  fragments  are  of  Amalricus 
of  Jerusalem  - i.e.  a Crusader  coinage. 

From  the  classical  Greek  I found  most  interesting  - for  purely  person- 
al, not  numismatic  reasons  - Fred  S.  Kleiner's  article  on  the  late 
late  Cistophori  of  Pergamum  and  hoard  evidence.  (50  beautiful  coins 
are  illustrated.) 


Pergamum  (I4ysia)  200-133  BC 
Tetradrachm,  Ar. 

Obv. : Cista  mystica  (whence  name) 

Rev. : Snakes. 


From  1943-1946  in  Turkey  my  wife  and  I lived  outside  the  city  limits 
of  (then)  Istanbul.  Opposite  us  lived  the  British  Consul  General, 

C.  L.  Hurst.  Every  Saturday  afternoon  we  went  with  him  to  the  cover- 
ed bazaar  to  look  for  coins.  To  go  in  the  comfort  of  an  official 
chauffeur  driven  car,  instead  of  fighting  on  over-crowded  trams  and 
buses,  plus  a long  uphill  walk,  was  a bit  of  luxury  for  two  school 
teachers.  My  wife  collected  denarii  and  I Byzantine  bronze  - both 
collections  now  forming  the  basis  of  the  University  of  Nebraska 
(Lincoln  campus)  State  Museum  cabinet.  Mr.  Hurst  collected  rare 
denarii,  but  his  real  love  was  the  Cistophori  and  he  put  together 
a superb  collection  of  these  lovely  silver  pieces.  He  retired  later 
to  Cyprus,  and  I have  often  wondered  what  happened  to  that  collection. 
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for  not  only  did  we  have  the  pick  of  the  market,  but  he  purchased 
only  the  finest  pieces. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


CHARLTON’S  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN  COINS , 28th  Edition,  by 
J.  E.  Charlton.  128pp,  illus.,  soft  cover.  Available  from  the 
publisher:  Charlton  International  Publishing,  Inc.,  299  Queen  Street 

West,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5V  1Z9.  $2.75,  plus  .50c  postage. 

This  latest  edition  of  Charlton  was  released  March  1,  1979.  The  big 
new  feature  of  this  edition  is  the  incorporation  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association's  (ANA)  Numerical  System  of  Grading.  The  new 
grade  of  AU-50  is  used  for  the  first  time  in  this  catalogue.  It  is 
defined  as  a coin  with  light  wear  on  many  of  the  high  points  and 
still  carrying  approximately  50%  of  the  mint  luster.  Other  headings 
include:  G-4  (Good);  VG-8  (Very  Good);  F-12  (Fine);  VF-20  (Very  Fine); 

EF-40  (Extremely  Fine) ; and  MS-60  (Uncirculated) . 

A large  number  of  price  increases,  especially  in  the  EF-40  and  MS-60 
grades,  with  a few  moderate  hikes  in  the  F-12  grade,  have  been  made. 

The  catalogue  lists  and  evaluates  all  coins  issued  by  Canada,  New- 
foundland, New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia  and  Price  Edward  Island  from 
1858  to  the  present.  Mintage  figures  are  given  and  the  major  die 
varieties  are  listed,  illustrated  and  valued.  Valuations  are  in  up 
to  7 conditions  from  G-4  through  MS-60.  For  each  type  coin  there 
is  a clear  photograph  of  both  sides,  a complete  description  of  what 
appears  on  both  sides  of  the  coin,  the  name  of  the  engraver,  the  di- 
ameter, weight,  compostion,  edge  type  and  a brief  phrase  to  define 
the  characteristics  of  each  of  the  various  grades  for  which  valua- 
tions are  given. 

Separate  sections  list  and  evaluate  mint  sets,  proof-like  mint  sets 
and  dollars,  as  well  as  specimen  sets. 

An  introductory  section  covers  mints  and  mint  marks  and  lists  the 
engraver's,  whose  initials  appear  on  Canadian  coins.  An  excellent 
illustrated  grading  section  is  also  included,  using  photos  showing 
each  grade  of  the  50?  piece  for  each  of  the  various  monarchs  from 
Queen  Victoria  through  Queen  Elizabeth  II,  thus  defining  the  various 
grades  pictorially  and  verbally. 

The  book  ends  with  an  illustrated  listing  of  patterns,  trial  pieces 
and  official  concoctions  and  also  a 2-page  listing  of  numismatic  terms. 

Instead  of  being  published  annually,  this  catalog  will  now  be  pub- 
lished bi-annually.  The  previous  edition  was  published  last  July. 

A catalogue  of  Canadian  Banknotes  and  another  covering  Canadian  Tokens 
and  Medals  are  in  preparation  and  are  expected  to  be  published  this 
year.  A catalogue  of  Canadian  Trade  Dollars  is  in  the  preliminary 
stages  of  preparation. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III,  P.  0.  Box  9126,  Alexandria,  VA  22304:  Collectors, 

curators  and  dealers  - Need  additional  data,  rubbings  and  photos  of 
Vietnamese  (Annamese)  cash-style,  silver  and  gold  coins  and  bars  to 
complete  catalog  about  same.  EVERY  collection  or  accumulation  is  im- 
portant, please  contact  me.  All  assistance  will  be  acknowledged  by 
letter  and  in  the  catalog.  If  desired,  you  may  remain  anonymous. 

Serge  Huard,  C.P.  402,  Pointe-aux-trembles , Quebec,  Canada,  Y1B  5K3: 
WANTED:  Anguilla,  1974,  $25  (H#26) , "R.  Webster  Commemorative";  all 

Pretender  Issues  from  France,  Louis  XVII,  Napoleon  II,  Henry  V,  Napol- 
eon IV;  all  "Pieforts"  from  France  and  former  colonies;  Hutt  River 
Province,  1976  & 1977,  $100  Proof  gold  coin  & Proof  sets;  Sealand 
Principality,  all  coins  & sets,  WANTED:  coins  and  sets  from  countries 

that  exist  no  more,  from  government-in-exile.  Please  make  offers.  In- 
formation on  these  issues  also  wanted.  All  letters  answered. 

Robert  Budd,  6202  Breezewood  Dr.,  // 2 0 1 , Greenbelt,  Md.  20770:  I am 

interested  in  obtaining  back  issues  of  the  following  numismatic  period- 
icals for  my  research:  Journal  of  the  Emergency  Money  Society  (need 

Vol . 1-3;  Vol . 4,  Nos.  3 & 4;  Vol.  5,  Nos.  1,2,3);  Emergency  Money  Col- 
lector (need  all  except  Vol.  1);  The  Currency  Collector  (all  volumes); 
IBNS  Journal  (all  volumes  before  1970).  If  you  have  any  for  sale, 
please  advise  which  issues  and  price  wanted. 

Gary  G.  Ascher,  140  W.  Pearl  #304,  Owatonna,  MN  55060:  Want  to  buy  or 

trade  for  world  tokens.  Especially  interested  in  military,  telephone, 
transportation,  balloon  and  Zeppelin.  All  letters  answered.  Thanks. 

Nick  Magnano,  P.  0.  Box  37C,  Pasadena,  Calif.  91104:  WANTED  - German 

Notgeld  (coins),  beer  tokens.  Send  description  of  notgeld,  using 
either  Funck,  Lamb  or  EMS  numbers. 

Wiley  R.  Reeves,  Bia  Grab,  Grabben  Gullen,  via  Crookwell,  N.S.W.  2580, 
Australia:  I want  foreign  coins  and  bank  notes  for  a school  project. 

I will  pay  up  to  $10.00  a hundred  for  notes  and  coins,  with  not  too 
much  duplication.  I would  prefer  that  price  to  include  postage,  if 
possible.  I don't  want  notes  or  coins  in  very  poor  worn  out  condition. 

I also  want  Australian  & New  Zealand  tokens,  bulk  lots  preferred.  I 
also  want  Australian  Y5-1923,  and  Y8  - will  pay  up  to  Krause  value. 

Robert  Budd,  6202  Breezewood  Dr.,  #201,  Greenbelt,  Md.  20770:  I have 

10  additional  listings  that  can  be  added  to  the  Dr.  Keller  bibliography 
published  in  the  March  issue  of  the  NIB.  It  occurred  to  me  others  may 
also  have  additional  listings.  Please  send  them  to  me  and  I will  sub- 
mit the  addendum  to  the  editor  for  publication  at  a later  date  to  make 
as  complete  a bibliography  of  Keller's  works  as  possible. 

Wm.  B.  Thompson,  1515  Tomahawk,  Edmond,  OK  73034:  All  NI  members  are 

invited  to  NI-OIN  sponsored  Openhouse  Coffee  at  7 PM,  May  4th  which 
will  precede  the  Oklahoma  Numismatic  Assoc.  3rd  Annual  Convention  to 
be  conducted  Sat.  & Sun.  May  5-6th  from  9AM  to  7PM  at  Lincoln  Plaza 
Forum,  4345  Lincoln  Blvd.,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla . 

18th  NI  MAIL  BID  SALE:  The  deadline  for  receiving  lots  for  the  18th 

sale  is  July  15th.  The  18th  Sale  will  be  conducted  conducted  October 
17th  in  Dallas  as  part  of  the  October  Dallas  NI  Educational  Forum. 

(See  INSIDE  N.I.  in  other  pages  of  this  issue  for  other  information 
concerning  the  sale.) 
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